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Introduction 

Jazz Them)' Handbook is the product of 30 years of teaching, performing, 
and study. I have tried to provide a source of information that is clear and 
concise, and at the same time complete, presented in a way that puts 
theory into a practical, realistic perspective. 

This book will help you to understand how contemporary jazz players 
think, and to apply theory concepts in your own playing. After you have 
finished this book, you should also be well prepared to understand any 
other jazz theory method. 

We will introduce subjects progressively, with each new one based on 
those introduced before. Review ideas that are already familiar, until you 
reach the "new information" level appropriate for yourself. At the end of 
each chapter are playing and writing exercises that will help you to 
internalize and apply theory concepts. 

The audio that accompanies this book includes all the musical examples, 
and three play-along tracks. Be sure to listen to all the examples. Better 
yet, play (or sing) the examples yourself as well, preferably on piano. No 
matter what your instrument, you should develop some keyboard skills. 

The best way to fluency is through actual playing experience. To benefit 
most from this book you should also have a good fake book, and other 
musicians with whom to practice. Play-along recordings or software can 
be useful if you don't have this opportunity. 

Of course, musical creativity comes from a deeper source than just theory. 
But music theory is a powerful tool. It will sharpen your thinking and 
hearing, and will maximize your creative potential. 

Musicians on the recording 

Murray Low - piano 
John Shifflett - bass 

Wally Schnalle - drums 
Peter Spitzer - tenor sax 

Recorded at OTR Studios, Belmont, California 
Cookie Marenco - Engineer 

Special thanks to Ragnar Gilberts, Jackie McLean, Bob Murphy, Patricia 

Musgrave, Larry Sweet, Jim Witzel, and the many students and colleagues who 

played a part in developing this book; and my deep appreciation to the teachers 

who shaped my outlook: David Baker, Eddy Flenner, and Joe Henderson. 
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